Thanks for taking a moment of your busy time to read our story of how we use the Advent season to teach our children about Jesus Christ. Our lessons have been helping teachers and parents around the world give more passion and joy in the way they celebrate Christmas.

We are praying that God has directed you here so that we can also help you use this season to teach children the wonderful story of the birth of Jesus Christ. Our book, "25 Days of Advent" gives great ideas, stories and crafts that will help each day from Dec 1st until Christmas day. The book makes teaching easy and you can start any time. We even include the 12 days of Christmas, which starts on Christmas day and ends January 6th. So even if you find that you are too busy to take time to read these stories to your children our book helps you teach them after Christmas, and you can use the book year after year.

The season of Advent begins on Sunday, December 2, 2007. Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day. It is a time to prepare our hearts and our lives for the Christ child. We hope you join us in this great celebration!

Advent comes from the Latin word adventur which means "arrival". It is a time to prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus Christ’s birthday. During Advent many Church services include a short Advent ceremony. The lighting of one candle each of the 4 Sundays is usually included before or after the reading. The advent wreath is made in a circle representing God's Unending Love, holly branches around the wreath reminds us of Everlasting Life with Jesus Christ, the wreath consists of 4 candles, 3 purple (a royalty color, representing the coming of our King), and 1 pink candle, (the joy candle). On Christmas day a white candle in the center of the wreath can be lite to represent the birth of Jesus Christ. I have heard two different programs that explain the meanings of each candle.  

Week one ~ Hope.  Week two ~ Faith.  Week three ~ Joy (the pink candle)  Week four ~ Peace

Christmas Day ~ Love The Christ Candle.

the other program had a candle represent the different characters in the  story of the birth of Jesus Christ. ~ Mary, Shepherds, Angels & the Wise men.

Many years ago, in my earlier days of motherhood, I found a delightful advent reading for children. I was very dedicated that Christmas, and our family lite a candle each of the four weeks on Sunday evening which included a family devotion. The children really enjoyed it. I decided this would be a great family tradition.

Each Christmas I found myself too busy to get started, or I could not find the advent book that we followed, and I had no idea how to make my own devotions. I could not even remember what the candles were suppose to represent. Christmas after Christmas passed with no family advent devotions. Each Christmas I promised myself that I would be more prepared NEXT year.

In 2000 when I got out the Christmas decorations I found the Advent devotional booklet that I had used. It was too late to start on day one, but the small book gave me ideas and I started writing my own lessons. I called it "The 12 days of Advent". I decided that I could at least be dedicated to teaching for 12 consecutive days. It was tremendously successful for me and my three youngest children. The lessons kept them interested and wanting to learn more about the story of the birth of Jesus. I made we b pages of each of the twelve lessons, activities for each day, a Christmas story to read, and a list of Christmas books recommended for reading.

The next year we were eager and ready to start on time. I asked a team of Sunday School teachers and Mom's around the World to try and evaluate each lesson as we made them. The lessons were expanded from 12 to 25 days! That was the beginning of the "25 Days of Advent". The lessons were available in a downloadable pdf file as a 134 Instruction Booklet, and a 192 page Interactive Children's CD in zip file. In 2005 the "25 Days of Advent" was published in paperback at LuLu. You can become a member and download today, or buy the books at  LULU.
The Lessons are as easy as A-B-C and 1-2-3.  Designed for ages Pre-School to Teens.

JOIN Just 4 Kids Magazine.com 

and receive your Advent lessons.

You can select either the plan for 12 days or the one for 25 days. And if you get wrapped up in the holiday and find yourself too busy before Christmas you can use the 12 days of Christmas during the 12 days after Christmas ~ The season of Epiphany. We hope you have a more meaningful Christmas by using our advent web pages designed for your children to enjoy and learn about Jesus Christ.

2 December: First Sunday of Advent 2007

Jamie's Story:

It was the fifth day of December and the Gandy's were decorating their Christmas Tree. Mom had just read the daily advent story and lesson from the "25 Days of Christmas". Today Jamie learned that "E" is for "Evergreen" and the family decorated their home with "Evergreens". The previous days the kids had learned about Angels, Baby Jesus, the City of Bethlehem and Donkeys.

It was little Jamie's favorite time of year. Each day Jamie and her older brothers and sisters would hang a special ornament on the beautiful Christmas tree. These precious ornaments were wrapped in a red and green decorated box. Each ornament represented a part of the wonderful Christmas story of the birth of Jesus Christ. After hanging the ornaments the kids would work on a special Advent activity and then sing a Christmas song together. They would end by praying to God.

Every day in December was a special adventure for the Gandy family. It was a wonderful time to share the love of Jesus. Christmas became more than a single day of celebration. The whole month was a treasured time to draw closer as a family and closer to Jesus.

  Today Jamie is sweet sixteen. She still gets excited during the Advent season and loves to open the special Christmas box that holds the treasured ornaments she and her family have made over the last six years of their Advent Adventures.

Jamie enjoys teaching her nieces and nephews the true meaning of Christmas during the Advent Season. Her family does not spend a lot of money during Christmas. Instead they spend alot of family time getting to know more about Jesus and His awesome story.

  If you would like to share in our Advent Adventures or give a gift subscription

you can Order by going online to http://just4kidsmagazine.com/orderform.html.
 Email mauri@just4kidsmagazine.com
God Bless You, 

Mauri Gandy

Editor
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